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their reception ; an expedient which, though it may afford
present ease to the nation, cannot be put in practice with-
out danger to our liberties.

The reason, for which so many nations have been en-
slaved by standing* armies, is nothing morn than the differ-
ence of a soldier's condition from that of other men. Sol-
diers are governed by particular laws, and subject to
particular authority; authority which, in the manner of
its operation, has scarcely any resemblauco of the civil
power. Thus, they soon learn to think themselves exempt
from all other laws; of which they cither do not discover
the use, and, therefore, easily consent to abolish them; or
envy the happiness of those who are protected by them,
and so prevail upon themselves to destroy thoso privileges
which have no other eflect, with regard to them, but to
aggravate their own dependence*

These, sir, are the natural consequences of a military
subjection; and if these consequences are not always
speedily produced by it, they must bo retarded by that
tenderness which constant intercourse with the rest of the
nation produces, by the exchange of reciprocal acts of
kindness, and by the frequent inculcation of tho wicked-
ness of contributing to the propagation of slavery, and the
subversion of the rights of nature ; inculcations which can-
not be avoided by men who live in constant fellowship
with their countrymen.

But soldiers, shut up in a barrack, excluded from all
conversation with such as are wiser and kouostor than
themselves, and taught that nothing in u virtue but im-
plicit obedience to the commands of their officer, will soon
become foreigners in their own country, and march against
the defenders of their constitution, with the same alacrity
as against an army of invaders ravaging the coasts; they
will lose all sense of social duty, and of social happiness,
and think nothing illustrious but to enslave and destroy.

So fatal, sir, will be the effects of an establishment of
barracks, or petty garrisons, ift this kingdom; and, there-
fore, as barracks must be built when innkeepers are ruined,
and our concurrence with this proposal must produce their